New England adidas Phenom Camp was a HUGE Success!
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   Last weekend the New England adidas Phenom 150 Basketball Camp was hosted at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT.  Players were brought together to compete from CT, MA, RI, NY, NJ, PA, & DE.  

     Coach Dave Taylor came across the country from CA to part of this East Coast event and share his stories and lectures.  Coach Taylor is a former Division I College Coach from Air Force Academy and is currently a full time adidas employee, who is the National All-American Camp Director for all adidas All-American Camps.  “This was one of the top Regional Phenom Camps I have been to all across the country,” says Coach Taylor.  Taylor also praised Jay Riccitelli (adidas Phenom Regional Camp Director) for how organized and smooth the camp ran through the two days of camp and also was very impressed by Sedric Veazey’s (Regional Camp Director / Professional Skills Coach) very intense and in depth skill development workouts.
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    The ninth grade division was high lighted by several break-out players that impressed through the exposure games and during the skill development workouts.  The camp buzz went mostly to Brandon Jones who displayed an arrangement of skills from the perimeter.  Jones is a 6’1 shooting guard in his freshman year at St. Joseph’s high School (Trumbull, CT).  He showed a great mid range game hitting pull up 15 footers in transition, finished at the basket strong, and was very consistent from three point range.
Tavon Allen (pictured at the top of the page) dominated his exposure games showing his athleticism in blocking shots, controlling the boards, and finishing at the basket.  Allen who is a 6’3 freshman at Hillhouse High School (New Haven, CT) played above the rim dunking the ball several times during game play and during the skill development workouts.   
The point guard position was led by Zaquan Nelson out of Waterbury, CT.  Nelson is a 5’8 freshman at Wilby High School and is expected to get varsity time this season.  Nelson set teams up all weekend dropping dimes in scoring positions for his teammates showing exceptional court vision and point guard savvy.  
New England also had Rakim Smith-Lartey from Somerville High in MA.  Smith-Lartey is a speedy 5’7 point guard that controlled the tempo of the games and played lock-up defense.
Peter Aguilar and Jared Myers made sure everyone new, New York players were in the building by leading their teams in most statistical categories.  Aguilar is a 6’2 SG from Mt. Saint Michael and Myers a 6’5 F from All Hollows High School.  New Jersey native Terik Bridgeman from Hackensack High School dominated the blocks with his 6’5 build.
Other CT standouts were: Angel Ortiz (5’8 PG East Lyme High), Johnathan Boykin (5’8 G Trinity Catholic), Kevin Clark (6’2 SG Christian Heritage School), and Kevin Hoff (6’5 F Career High School).
In the eight grade division two players caught the eye of the adidas Phenom Staff by showing exceptional skill during the skill workouts and during the Friday night exposure games.  Those two players were Marcus Robinson (6’2 SG Wallace Middle in Waterbury, CT) and Dennis Green (6’1 G New York).  Robinson has the body of a senior in high school and the skill of a college player.  Robinson was getting to the basket and finishing with smooth touch as well as hitting deep outside shots and racking up assist after assist.  Robinson who is one of the top 8th graders in CT was also a first team All-Star selection at the National adidas Jr Phenom All-American Camp in San Diego, CA last summer.  Green who is one of the top 8th graders in NY was head and shoulders above most of the other players on the court showing great speed and skill through out the exposure games and in the all-star game.  Look for Green to be one of the next top New York players.
The player that caught the eye of Coach Dave Taylor was Romas Marcinkevius (6’5 F Avon, CT) who was unstoppable in the post and dominated the boards on both sides of the floor.  Marcinkevius showing great touch using his left handed hook show successfully numerous times during the exposure games.  His 230 lbs frame was too big and physical for other players, which helped him on the boards.

Andrew Sawyer (5’6 PG Norwalk) impressed the coaching staff all weekend with his penetration and creative passes which helped to lead his team to victory.  Sawyer who attending the National adidas Jr Phenom All-American Camp in San Diego, CA also showed a very consistent outside shot.
Other New England standouts were:  Renee Castro, Sedric White, Steve O’Neil, Mike Downing, and Tommy King.
The seventh grade division was lead by standout Frank Massey (5’8 G Bridgeport) who attended the National adidas Jr Phenom All-American Camp in San Diego, CA last summer.  Massey showed tremendous athleticism and speed during the exposure games on Saturday.  The other 7th grader that caught the eye of the camp staff was Kendall Marquez (5’8 G Willimantic, CT) from Willimantic. 

The sixth grade standouts were Jordan Vazzano (G/F Trumbull), Terrance Commodore (G Bridgeport), Jonathan Dzurenda (G/F Trumbull), and Michael Pehota (G Fairfield).

The fifth grade standouts were Deante Bruton (PG New London), Kobe Ancrum (PG Bridgeport), Quincy McKnight (G/F Bridgeport), and Tyler Ancrum (PG Bridgeport).

